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We are excited to announce
plans to reopen the
church building for on-site
worship services. Despite the
trying times, we have seen God
at work throughout the last
several weeks in many ways. We
are eagerly anticipating meeting
as a church family; however, due
to the CDC guidelines, there will
be some necessary requirements
for us to open responsibly. We
take very seriously the health and
well-being of our church family
and will do our part to follow the
guidelines laid out for group
gatherings. Please take the time
to read the following points on
our plan to reassemble prior to
attending a church
service during this phase.
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Every context is different. In other words, each church has its own set of
circumstances to consider in relation to its city, county, state, buildings,
property, and so much more. Please remain patient and understanding as we
seek to do what is best in our context.

Our approach to this season will continue with a spirit of faithfulness to
God's Word, including our respect for governing authorities (Romans 13). We
also believe the church is essential, and due to recent court rulings we are
moving forward in our desire to honor God's Word by assembling together in
a safe a respectful manner.

This is all tentative! If we have learned anything in this season it's that
changes happen by the hour. Be prepared to have our phases adjusted or
even pushed back due to the fluid nature of this virus and our guidelines. The
key to happiness at Graceway is flexibility!
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PLEASE REMAIN PATIENT AND
UNDERSTANDING AS WE SEEK
TO DO WHAT IS  BEST  IN OUR

CONTEXT.

The following information is our plan, but there are several
things you should know:



Choose from three Sunday AM services
8:30am – Seniors (doors open 8:20am)
9:45am – Families with small children (doors open
9:35am)
11:00am – Everyone else (doors open 10:50am) This
service will be livestreamed

No childcare or nursery provided for this phase
Sunday PM – online only
Wednesday – online only
Connection groups, teens, and children’s classes will
remain online
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OVERVIEW

WHAT GRACEWAY IS DOING
Operating at a reduced capacity
Seating will be paired down to 20% capacity
Chairs will be reconfigured to comply with social distancing 
All hymnbooks will be removed
Sanitizing the building before, between, and after all
assemblies. 

All handles to entry/exit/interior doors
All restrooms and drinking fountains
All chairs sprayed with disinfectant
All counters, tables, and high touch surfaces
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The building will be cleared at the end of each service and will
remain closed until ten minutes before the next service
Postponing all children’s ministries and nursery availability; all
family members will remain together for worship in the
auditorium
Suspending cookie and coffee bar
Providing multiple morning services on Sunday (Sunday PM &
Wednesday will remain livestream only)

8:30am – Seniors (doors open 8:20am)
9:45am – Families with small children (doors open 9:35am)
11:00am – Everyone else (doors open 10:50am)

Everyone desiring to attend one of the services must pre-register
to ensure social distancing is in place.

You will be able to pre-register online via a link that will be
provided in the weekly Graceway email or on our website
Gracewaycharlotte.org

Instituting no contact policies
Offering plates will not be passed during the services. A
secure receptacle will be available in the foyer for you to drop
your offering, or you are encouraged to use online giving
Bulletins will not be passed out upon entry

Graceway staff and volunteers will wear face coverings. 
Provide hand sanitizing stations and face masks
Choir, orchestra, children’s and teen classes, bus ministry, and
nursery will all be postponed until further notice

The 11:00am service will continue to be livestreamed



Agree to take personal responsibility for your own health and others
that come with you
Continue to enjoy services online if you are in a high risk category or a
caregiver for someone who is considered high risk per the CDC:

People with underlying medical conditions
People with chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma
People who have serious heart conditions People with obesity (body
mass index [BMI] of 40 or higher)
People who are immunocompromised (Many conditions can cause
a person to be immunocompromised, including cancer treatment,
smoking, bone marrow or organ transplantation, immune
deficiencies, and prolonged use of corticosteroids and other
immune weakening medications)
People with diabetes, chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis,
and/or liver disease

Agree to not come to church if you are sick, have a fever, have had a
fever in the last 14 days, or have been diagnosed with Covid-19, unless
cleared by a doctor.
Agree to observe social distancing, including no physical contact,
remaining seated with your family, maintaining 6 feet of personal
space.
The CDC strongly recommends the use of personal protective
equipment and it is encouraged for gatherings.
The state of NC has mandated the use of face coverings in certain
public settings, and we strongly encourage attendees to also wear
them unless claiming an exception.
Agree to refrain from gathering at entrances, exits, foyer, and hallways
Agree to adhere to all directional signage, guidelines, and instructions
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WHAT YOU CAN DO



Three Sunday services will be available to attend
8:30am – Seniors (doors open 8:20am)
9:45am – Families with small children (doors open 9:35am)
11:00am – Everyone else (doors open 10:50am) This
service will also be livestreamed
Sunday PM and Wednesday services will remain
livestreamed only

Enter through the propped open front lobby doors for a
touchless entry.
Following the service, exiting will be through the fire
door located in the front of the auditorium on the
baptismal side
Doors will open 10 minutes prior to service times
There will be signage with reminders and guidelines posted
Portions of the building (classrooms, offices, nursery) will be
closed to limit the amount of necessary sanitizing between
services
Offering drop-off location will be designated at the entrance.
No plates will be passed and online giving will remain
available
No hand-shaking or fellowship time during services
Seats will be removed from the auditorium to provide ample
space for distancing
A controlled dismissal to alleviate unnecessary congestion
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WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT



While some of this may seem
extreme, it is our goal to protect
everyone while we gather to
worship the Lord. It is also our
goal to protect the reputation
and future ministry of our
church. As you know, plans
continue to change moment by
moment.

We will continue to update you
regarding schedule changes and
church information through
email, website, and social
media.  We look forward to
seeing God continue to work
through Graceway during
these unprecedented times.
Remember to take your personal
health and well-being seriously
and trust God to do what only He
can do.
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"THE KEY  TO HAPPINESS AT
GRACEWAY IS  FLEX IB IL ITY . "


